May 4, 2017

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall. Present were Mayor
Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Mayor Brix led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Motion by Stockard to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2017 regular council meeting. Second
by Z. Brix. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Z. Brix to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly
invoices. Second by Eisen. Motion carried unanimously.

Fire Chief Report:

e Fire Chief Karl Hasskamp presented the monthly report. There were neither fire calls nor 1%
Responder calls for the month.

e Department will train on hose testing.

Water and Sewer Report:

e The city well pumped 178,000 gallons but residential meters usage was 158,000 gallons. Water
operator will review.

e City sewer infiltration was 894,000 gallons. The sanitary sewer replacement project should
significantly reduce the infiltration.

e The Serpent Lake Sanitary Sewer District did not hold a meeting in April.

Building Construction Activities:

e One garage permit was reported for the month.

e Mayor reported the property owner in non-compliance for unfinished siding on his garage has bought
materials and will finish the siding by June.

Police Chief Report:

e Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. Among a range of activities for the
month, the department issued several warnings and a citation for excessive speed. Also provided
assistance to the Deerwood Police and Sheriff’s Department. Received three complaints for vehicles
with no licenses and currently reviewing. Responded to three alarm calls and a complaint of chickens
on neighboring property.

e Shared Cuyuna Officer Steve Kovacic received an award for “Excellence in Training.” Mr. Kovacic
is an instructor at Hibbing Community College. Chief Smith noted Cuyuna is fortunate to have this
officer in the department.

e Reported the old squad car is having the city decals removed prior to selling.

Engineer Report:
e Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project latter in the
agenda.

Attorney Report:
e No report.




Website:

The website is nearing completion. Councilmember Zontelli and Randy Harrison are working on the
campground site layout for the Cuyuna website online reservation process. Additional pictures of the
City personnel and elected officials can be added to the site.

Cuvyuna Lakes Chamber:

Upcoming events include the Kinship Partners 4™ Annual Taste of Cuyuna Lakes fund raising event
May 6, The Business After Hours event at the Cuyuna Brewing Company on May 11, and the Sip and
Savor fundraising event on May 23.

Unfinished Business:

Tim Houle reported on the sanitary sewer replacement project. Soils have been challenging with the
wet weather and back fill material is sloppy. WSN Engineering, the contractor, County, Rural
Development, and the city liaison hold a progress meeting each week. A water main on Chicago
Avenue was found to be where the sewer line was to run. Best remedy was to move the water line
and provide temporary service to the affected home owners. In shutting off the water main the valve
broke and it will need to be replaced. Councilmember Zontelli asked if the valve was broken by the
project contractor. Mayor Brix, Councilmember Eisen, and Engineer Tim Houle said this was not the
case but rather the age of the valve. Councilmember Zontelli asked if it was an engineering error
regarding not properly locating the water line and knowing it was in the path of the new sanitary line.
Tim Houle said they used the city plan’s and did not feel a “locate” was necessary.

Councilmember Zontelli asked if the city must pay for the water main replacement. Tim Houle said
they are issuing a change order and requesting Rural Development allow payment from the project
contingency funds.

Tim Houle said the city will need to decide what size road surface they want resurfaced as some of
the streets are quite wide. The contractor will work to stay in the 10 foot trench width that is allowed
by Rural Development for reimbursement. However, the contractor might make the decision to work
outside that width and he would be responsible for the restoration beyond the 10 foot width. Council
discussed a 24 foot width might be a reasonable replacement for the blacktop surface.

Council reviewed the first contractor payment request. The city engineer has reviewed and approved.
Motion by Zontelli to approve the payment of $95,206. Second by Eisen. Motion carried
unanimously.

New Business:

Resident Sharon Nelson was present to discuss the city ordinance on chickens. She was notified by
the city that she is in violation of the ordinance which allows up to four chickens, dogs, cats or any
combination not to exceed a total of four. She lives on 5 acres and owns 15 chickens, a rooster, some
guinea hens along with a cat and two dogs. She stated she has raised chickens for many years and
would like to be grandfathered in as an exception to the ordinance. She also asked a letter be read to
the council asking she be allowed to keep the poultry and animals. She had 50 people sign the letter to
allow her to do so. Mayor Brix said he did not realize the ordinance, as passed last year, was for a
total combination of four chickens, dogs and/or cats. Councilmember Zontelli expressed if a person
has 5 or more acres maybe they should be allowed more than the total of four. Council discussed if
there were options such as limiting the present ordinance to small lots such as in the nine blocks
served by sewer/water. Councilmember Stockard also noted he thought the ordinance approved was



for four chickens and not a combination of four dogs, cats, and or chickens. He thought the council
should re-visit the ordinance. Mayor Brix and council asked if the current non-compliance could be
tabled. Police Chief Smith shared the department needs to enforce city ordinances as otherwise it puts
the officer and the city in a difficult position that might be seen as providing special treatment.

e Council asked the clerk to provide information on the past animal ordinance meetings and add to the
June meeting agenda.

e Deb Eisen of Range Disposal was present and said several residents have called to ask how their
garbage will be picked up. WSN Engineer Tim Houle stated the issue will be brought to the
contractor’s attention to discuss directly with Range Disposal. Similar conversations have been held
with the school for bus service and the postal service for temporary mailboxes.

Adjournment:
e Motion by Stockard to adjourn. Second by Z. Brix. Motion carried unanimously.

William F Bedard Lloyd Brix
Clerk Mayor.




