
 

 

 

 

 

March 2, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were 

Mayor Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, and Zontelli.  Council member Stockard was absent. 

Mayor Brix led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Z. Brix to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2017 regular council meeting.  

Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Motion by Eisen to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Z.Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Fire Chief Karl Hasskamp presented the monthly report.  2 First Responder calls for the month in 

Cuyuna.  

• In March the department will receive ventilation trailer training. 

• Greg Barber and William Humphrey retired from the department.  

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• No issues were reported for the SLSSD or the city water and sewer infrastructure.  

 

Building Construction Activities: 

•  No building activity was reported for the month.  

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. The department issued several 

warnings for moving vehicle violations and defective vehicle equipment. Assisted with a 

snowmobile accident and fatality.  Responded to a vehicle through the ice incident and assisted 

the Crosby police department with a prowler complaint.  Followed up on a nuisance complaint 

regarding unlicensed vehicles on a residential property. Vehicles are now licensed.  

• New squad car is nearly complete with equipment fitting.  Council will review and decide best 

option to sell the 2004 Crown Victoria with 125,000 miles. 

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project latter in the 

agenda. 

 

Attorney Report: 

• Attorney Bender reported on his conference and seminars attended.  He noted the days were filled 

with good information ranging from data practices to rules of decorum.  He noted all cities are 

required to have a data practice policy.  Cuyuna follows state statutes. 

• Recommended the council involve the city building inspector in the review of the current building 

violations for the apartment property.  Council asked Mr. Bender to contact the building inspector.  

 



 

 

 

 

Cuyuna Lakes Chamber: 

• The annual Serpent Lake Ice Fishing contest, Winter Whiteout Fat Tire Races, and the Ironton Bar 

Stool Races were well attended in February.  

 

    Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle stated the preconstruction meeting for the Cuyuna sanitary sewer project will be held 

on March 16 at 10:00am at the WSN Engineering office in Baxter.  Council member Eisen, 

Mayor Brix, and the clerk will attend the meeting. There was several action items taken by the 

council related to the project.  

• Motion by Z. Brix to apply to the MPCA for a permit to extend the project one block on 

Foley Street.  Fee for the application is $310.  Second by Zontelli. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

• Motion by Zontelli to apply for a well variance for the project on Foley Street.  There is a 

private well that will be 45’ from the new sanitary line and the requirement is 50’.  Fee for 

the application is $235.  Second by Eisen. Motion carried unanimously.  

• Tim Houle explained part of the construction phase contract includes the testing of material.  The 

city can also conduct its own construction phase testing of material. As Braun Intertec previously 

provided soil borings, he requested a quote from them for this construction phase.  Cost would be 

$24,000.  This amount would be a permissible expenditure and covered by the grant/loans for the 

project.  The soil bore tests would cover moisture content, compaction, and soil composition plus 

2-3 additional tests.   

• Motion by Zontelli to approve hiring Braun Intertec to provide soil borings per the quote.  

Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

New Business:  

• Council discussed the forth coming opening of the pump track and park. Councilmember Zontelli 

asked the city to purchase 2 signs which could be placed at the pump track and would state the 

pump track is closed. The signs would be used when the track is too wet to ride on. 

• Motion by Z. Brix to purchase 2 “pump track is closed” signs.  Second by Eisen. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

• Mayor Brix noted 3-4 additional picnic tables are needed at the park. Council member Eisen will 

obtain some costs for the next meeting. 

• The ventilation system at the bathroom/shower house will be modified.  

• Council will work with the mountain bike crew to coordinate a Saturday work day with 

volunteers.  The city could provide a cook out for the event.  

• Council discussed the current frozen culvert on Cottontail Drive which has backed up water over a 

private drive.  The City road was repaired and raised but the property owner did not yet raise his 

driveway.  Fire Chief Hasskamp and Zach Brix offered the fire department’s service to pump the 

water across Cottontail to allow the owner access to his property.  

• Clerk presented information on two webmaster proposals.   

• Motion by Z. Brix to hire Brandon Harrison to refresh the City’s website.  Proposal cost of 

$2,500.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously.  The city can utilize Mr. Harrison to 

refresh the site as needed for a monthly fee and/or use staff to provide website updates as needed.  



 

 

• Council member Zontelli presented a subdivision of property request for Fox Lane.  Per the 

recently approved city ordinance, all subdivisions must be approved by the council prior to 

recording the deed at the County.  

• Motion by Eisen to approve the subdivision.  Second by L. Brix.   Z. Brix, Eisen, and L. Brix 

voting to approve.  Zontelli abstained.  Motion carried.  

• Council discussed the notice prepared by the SLSSD which points out items not to place in the 

sanitary sewer lines; in particular disposable wipes which clog the waste station equipment.  Clerk 

will send out to the utility users. 

• The council discussed developing a comprehensive plan, additional actions items for the Well 

Head Protection Program, updating city policies with the LMC as a resource, and creating a plan 

to upgrade traffic signage to meet the retroreflectivity requirements.  City engineer Tim Houle 

recommended a written plan to replace a portion each year.    

• Council discussed the chicken/animal ordinance.  Clerk will prepare a notice for the paper and 

also notices for mailing.  

 

     Adjournment: 

• Motion by Eisen to adjourn.  Second by Z. Brix. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

   William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

   Clerk      Mayor.                                   
 

 


