
 

 

February 2, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were 

Mayor Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, and Stockard. Council member Zontelli was absent. 

Mayor Brix led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Z. Brix to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2017 regular council meeting.  

Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Motion by Eisen to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Z.Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Fire Chief Karl Hasskamp presented the monthly report.  7 First Responder calls for the month in 

Cuyuna and in the townships of Rabbit Lake, Wolford, and Irondale.  

• Randy Domin retired from the department.  

• In February the department will receive a variety of training including SCBA and Search & 

Rescue. 

• Reported there were still several safety deficiencies at the apartment building noted with the 

recent inspection.  Owners were notified by letter.  

• The Cuyuna Fire Relief Association donated $72,000 to the city; requesting the monies be used 

for the emergency vehicle fund.  Council expressed their full appreciation. 

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• No issues reported for the SLSSD or the city water and sewer infrastructure.  

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• Cuyuna building inspector LouAnn Maschler reported no building activity for the month.  

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. The department issued several 

warnings for speed and defective equipment, responded to a domestic disturbance along with the 

County Sheriff Department, and notified an owner to remove wooden stakes in an alley as they 

were a safety issue.  Home owner had placed the stakes to prevent snow plowing encroachment 

onto his property.  

• Chief will follow up with letter to owner of vehicles on property in violation of ordinances.  

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project latter in the 

agenda. 

 

Attorney Report: 

• No report.  Attorney at educational conference.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cuyuna Lakes Chamber: 

• The annual Serpent Lake Ice Fishing contest is scheduled the first Saturday in February along 

with the Winter White Out Fat Tire Races.   Ironton Bar Stool Races are also in February. 

 

    Unfinished Business: 

• Council discussed the building inspector/zoning officer position.  

• Motion by Stockard to appoint LouAnn Maschler as the building inspector and zoning 

officer.  Second by Z. Brix. Motion carried unanimously. 

• Tim Houle presented information on the sanitary sewer project.  He provided a time line summary 

from installation in 1912 to the 2014 letter of commitment for funding to replace the old system. 

At the bid letting there were 7 bids; ranging from just over $908,000 to just over $1,677,000.  Tim 

Houle recommended the council award the project to the low bidder, Tom’s Backhoe Service, Inc. 

at $908,144.  

• Motion by Stockard to award the bid to Tom’s Backhoe Service, Inc. for $908,144.  Second 

by Eisen. Motion carried unanimously. 

• Tim Houle reminded the council that even though the project is substantially funded with grant 

dollars, the first expenses are paid from the city loan commitment. Additionally, as the system is 

over 100 years old there can be surprises as construction progresses.  

• Motion by Stockard to approve a resolution for the application to the PFA. Second by Eisen. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

• Motion by Stockard to authorize the clerk to sign applicable documents for the project.  

Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Tim Houle discussed the communication plan during the project.  At the last council meeting 

council member Eisen was appointed as the liaison for the council to work with the engineer.  Mr. 

Houle asked that only the engineer should give direction to the contractor and any questions from 

council members should go through the engineer.  There will be weekly construction meetings to 

discuss the plans and council member Eisen can report back to the council.  

• City will pursue interim financing and the option to establish a revolving loan fund to help 

residents replace their sewer line if needed.   

 

New Business:  

• Resident Todd Ellessor asked if the water operator could verify his meter is reading correctly.  

• Mayor Brix shared several more picnic tables would be needed for the new campsites and the 

ventilation for the bath house needed an exhaust fan.   

 

Adjournment: 

• Motion by Z. Brix to adjourn.  Second by Eisen. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

   William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

   Clerk      Mayor.                                    
 

 


