
 

 

 

 

January 5, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were 

Mayor Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Mayor Brix led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

Clerk provided the oath of office to elected Mayor Brix and council members Stockard and Zontelli.  

 

Motion by Z. Brix to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2016 regular council meeting.  

Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Motion by Eisen to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Z.Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Fire Chief Karl Hasskamp presented the monthly report.   3 First Responder calls in Wolford 

Township. In January the department will receive a variety of training on Bloodborne Pathogens, 

Right to Know, Confined Spaces, and OSHA regulations.  

• Motion by Stockard to approve Karl Hasskamp as the elected Fire Chief for the Cuyuna 

Fire Department and Zach Brix as Assistant Chief.  Second by Zontelli. Motion carried with 

Z. Brix abstaining.  

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• No issues reported for the SLSSD or the city water and sewer infrastructure.  

• The SLSSD did not hold a meeting in December. 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• No activity 

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. The department issued several 

warnings for moving vehicle violations and defective equipment, responded to a custody dispute, 

advised citizens on scam calls, assisted with a vehicle in the ditch, recovered a stolen street sign, 

and assisted the Deerwood Police department. 

• Reported he received no feedback from the letter sent on the nuisance violation. Council said to 

work with the city attorney on the next step to resolve the issue. 

• Reported the department completed its annual required firearms training and was effectively 

recertified.  Cuyuna has a certified instructor.    

• Informed the council Officer Matt Harris has resigned.  Chief Smith read the letter from Officer 

Harris who expressed appreciation for his experiences with the Cuyuna Police Department.  

• Requested permission to replace the position opened by Officer Harris’s resignation. Council 

would have final hiring approval and hours worked by a new officer would not affect the police 

budget. 

• Motion by Z. Brix to allow Chief Smith to replace the part time police position. Second by 

Stockard.  Motion carried unanimously.   

  



 

 

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to request reappointment as City Engineer.  Also, 

shared there did not appear to be any new state laws which might impact infrastructure 

projects.   

 

Attorney Report: 

• Reported he was requested by council member Zontelli to research information on Powderhouse 

Road. 

• Requested re-appointment as city attorney for 2017. 

• Will attend the 2 day Annual Attorney Educational Conference in February and asked if the 

council would consider sharing the cost.  City portion would be $381. 

• Motion by Stockard to pay $381 for the city attorney to attend the conference.  Second by 

Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Cuyuna Lakes Chamber: 

• The annual Serpent Lake Ice Fishing contest is scheduled the first Saturday in February. 

 

    Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle presented information on the sanitary sewer project. Tentatively, bids would be opened 

during the week prior to the council meeting.  The council would review the technical 

specifications and dollars of each bid in February before final selection and awarding of the 

project. Once awarded the project will require considerable time from the clerk and a point person 

or two from the council working closely with the engineer and general contractor.    

 

New Business:  

• Council discussed reorganization for 2017. The city advertised for Zoning/Building Inspector 

services for 2017.  It received 4 proposals, 3 of which could provide either the Zoning or the 

Building Inspector services, but not both.  

Motion by Z. Brix to adopt the 2016 city organization for 2017 with several changes; adding 

Karl Hasskamp as Cuyuna Fire Chief, Zach Brix as the Assistant Fire Chief, and the 

Newshopper as an additional official newspaper.  Also, deferring decision on the 

Zoning/City Building Inspector until its February meeting.   Second by Eisen.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

2017 approved organizational information 

  Meeting Date      First Thursday of each month at 7pm 

  Acting Mayor     Dave Zontelli 

  Police Chief      Jesse Smith 

  Assistant Police Chief    Pat Pickar 

  Fire Chief      Karl Hasskamp 

  Asst. Fire Chief      Zach Brix 

City Attorney      Michael Bender 

  City Engineer     WSN Engineering 

City Building Inspector     TBD 

  Health Officer     Dr. Maucieri 

   



 

 

 

  Official Newspapers     Crosby-Ironton Courier,  

                           Brainerd Daily Dispatch 

         Newshopper 

  Official Depositories    Unity Bank of Crosby,  

         1st National Bank of Deerwood, 

         Mid-MN Federal Credit Union, 

         Neighborhood National Bank 

Cuyuna Econ. Development Authority  Full Council and Mayor 

  Joint Powers Econ. Develop. Authority  Full Council and Mayor 

  Serpent Lake Sanitary Sewer District  Lloyd Brix, Dave Zontelli 

 
 

 

• Council discussed the need to incorporate weekly scheduled pump track maintenance in 2017.  

Council member Stockard shared the volunteers do a good job, but the investment in the track for 

the area needs weekly maintenance of 10-15 hours for 3-5 months to keep it in shape and used as 

it was designed. Also, the scheduled person(s) could help with the grooming of the park, mowing, 

etc.  Council will discuss with the Mountain Bike Crew and also explore other options for 

resources. 

• Councilmember Zontelli reported he had inquired with a contractor on options for the Powder 

House Road access from CSAH31.  Contractor misinterpreted and gave a sealed bid envelope 

when the discussion was only for options to discuss further with the City and County.  Attorney 

Bender advised the envelope should be given back to the contractor. 

 

Adjournment: 

• Motion by Eisen to adjourn.  Second by Z.Brix.   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

   William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

   Clerk      Mayor                                     
 

 


