
 

 

September 7, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were Mayor 

Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Mayor Brix led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Zontelli to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2017 regular council meeting and the 

August 22, 2017 special meeting on the sanitary sewer construction project. Second by Z. Brix.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stockard to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Chief Hasskamp presented the CFD monthly report.   

• Four 1st Responder calls. Two in Cuyuna and two in the townships. 

• Training on new pumper. 

• One member retired. 

• SCBA gear is on order. 

• Department will train on ropes and rescue rigging.  

Mayor Brix noted the department did a very good job defining the new pump truck specifications.  

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• Council discussed the Department of Health finding of corroded pipe in the well house.  Water operator 

Brian Wasserzieher had informed the engineer he had a quote from Traut Well Company for replacing 

some of the pipe above ground, but needed a quote also for replacing pipe below grade.  Tim Houle, 

WSN engineer for the city, said the city needs to address the issue.  However, the city has not received a 

report of the conditions from the Department of Health and will wait until the report is received to 

determine the next step.  City should receive two quotes for each work if required and review if grants 

are available.  

• The City’s flow to the SLSSD is slowly going down. 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• LouAnn Maschler, Building Inspector, was present to ask for council direction on a building permit for 

Brad Holmvig for his lot in the East Rabbit Lake subdivision.  The road in the subdivision has not been 

upgraded to meet the city requirements by ordinance.  LouAnn noted one building applicant has 

withdrawn his building permit application and the building permit could be allowed for Brad Holmvig.  

Council member Zontelli noted he would like Brad Holmvig to have a permit, but if the c 

• ity does not follow the ordinance, it might as well tear the ordinance up.  Zontelli shared that this same 

issue with the developer has occurred before on Powderhouse Road.  The road is owned by Richard 

Harrison. 

• Council agreed the permit for Brad Holmvig could be issued as one permit applicant had withdrawn his 

building application. 

• Motion by Stockard to allow the building permit for Brad Holmvig and that no further building 

permits will be issued for the East Rabbit Lake Subdivision until the road is built to city ordinance 

specifications.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Council members Stockard and Zontelli will meet with the subdivision developer, Richard Harrison, and 

Brad Holmvig. 



 

 

 

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. There were several warnings for vehicle 

violations, along with medical and domestic responses. No council action required. 

• Informed the council that there is a planned bicycle ride in Cuyuna on September 16.  The event is called 

the Woodtick 70 and is a gravel road ride from and back to Cuyuna. Chief Smith will be assisting with 

the safe flow of riders.  

• Mayor Brix inquired if the CO2 detector has been installed in the squad car. Not at this point.  

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project later in the agenda.  

 

Attorney Report: 

• Advised the council a person in violation of any city ordinance can be denied permits such as a building 

permit. 

 

Website: 

• Mayor Brix shared that the web based reservation system for campgrounds is going very well.  If he or 

the clerk get a call they can tell the person to go to the Cuyuna website and register.  The city has 

received about $2,600 in revenue year to date for camping fees.  

 

   Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle, city engineer, reported on the sanitary sewer replacement project.  The project has proceeded 

much slower than expected.  By mid-September should have black dirt, seed, and paving in progress.  

• Some of the class 5 used in the project is not to contract specifications.  City engineer and 

councilmembers Eisen and Zontelli previously discussed and believe the class 5 should not be an issue 

but should ask for a deduct from the contractor. 

• Tom’s Backhoe submitted payment request #5 for $68,352.73 for work through August 25.  Project is 

71% complete.  

• Motion by Zontelli to accept the invoice #5 for $68,352.73.  Second by Stockard.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Mr. Houle informed the council his engineering firm’s invoice for services for the project to date is 

$193,200.  Included in the amount is the survey fees and the $20,000 amended design fee.  State still 

needs to sign off on the design change. He advised the council there would be additional fees for the 

construction project to consider. 

• Mr. Houle asked again if the City was interested in contributing additional funds into the pavement 

portion of the project for additional work. Anderson Brothers, Tom’s Backhoe, WSN, and 

councilmembers Eisen and Zontelli had discussed regrinding and relaying the existing pavement in some 

areas and adding 2 new inches of pavement to cover the full width of the streets impacted by the project.  

Mr. Houle indicated he thought the council might be interested in this approach and the contribution 

would be above and beyond the City’s contribution for the overall project.  City could also ask for a 2 

year extended warrantee on the black top.  Council asked Mr. Houle to run the numbers on the cost for 

this pavement option. 

• Council discussed the campground and some additional needed work. 



 

 

• Motion by Stockard to hire Dale VanHorn to remove a tree in the pumptrack area at a cost of 

$150 and have Scott Brix till the area by the tent sites for $600.  Second by Eisen. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

• Councilmember Stockard will order new locks for the campground bath room/shower house. 

• Council discussed the City road standards considering the recent issue in the East Rabbit Lake 

Subdivision.  The City ordinance 904A for road specifications is specific for developments.  Mr. Houle 

stated the city could consider several road specifications guided by the number of homes on a road 

and/or the amount of traffic. He provided a sheet depicting 3 options. The city does need to insure 

enough right-of-way is secured to allow for utilities. Attorney Bender noted the council could adopt as 

policy or change the ordinance using the information sheet from Mr. Houle as an exhibit.  

• Motion by Z. Brix to adopt the road example sheet in concept for future road construction, noting 

black top would not be required.  Second by Stockard. Motion carried with Eisen voting no.  

• Councilmember Zontelli discussed the Agate Shores Road, a private road, whose property owners wish 

the city to take over.  The property owners are trying to upgrade the road to the city standards so the City 

could maintain permanently.  The road also goes across county property and an easement would need to 

be obtained from the county for the city. Tony Pohl of WSN and councilmembers Stockard, Eisen, and 

Zontelli reviewed the road on September 4, 2017 and determined several items need to be addressed by 

the private property owners: 

o Easements for the city to take over and maintain would need to be obtained from all property 

owners along the road.  There are 12 individual parcels.  

o There may be some low areas of the road that pose environmental issues to upgrade the road. 

o A cul-de-sac is needed at the end of the road. 

o The city engineer would need to design and insure all documents would be finalized before the 

city could consider taking over and maintaining the road This would include reviewing property 

titles, preparing a property base map to record the property, 66’ right-of-way, drawing, determine 

the center line, monument placements, certificate of survey, prepare easement descriptions and 

securing owners signoff on each easement. Cost would be borne by the property owners.  

Estimated cost for just this portion is $10,950 from WSN. 

• Bill Brostrom, resident on Agate Shore Drive, asked if the city could plow and grade without going 

through all the expense for the engineering, easement, and legal work.  The city cannot.  

 

New Business:  

• Council reviewed the year-to-date 2017 expenses and revenues and projected year end expenses and 

revenues.  Additionally, the council discussed the 2018 projected expenses and revenues, 

• Motion by Zontelli to set the 2018 expense budget at $248,000.  Second b y Z. Brix.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Motion by Z. Brix to set the 2018 levies as follow: 

o General $164,600 

o Cuyuna Fire Department Equipment Fund $5,000 

o Cuyuna Police Department Equipment Funds $10,000 

            Second by Stockard.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     Adjournment: 

• Motion by Z.Brix to adjourn.  Second by Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

     Clerk                  Mayor.                                   


