
 

 

October 4, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were Mayor 

Brix and council members Z. Brix, Eisen, and Zontelli. Council member Stockard was absent. Mayor Brix 

led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Eisen to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2017 regular council meeting. Second by 

Z. Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Z. Brix to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly invoices.  

Second by Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Chief Hasskamp presented the CFD monthly report.   

• One 1st Responder call in Cuyuna. 

• Training for the month with be on foam and fire streams. 

• SCBA gear will all be delivered by October 6. 

• Rabbit Lake Township would like to receive a fire coverage proposal in early November.   

• Motion by Z. Brix to amend the agenda to add fire contract discussion for Rabbit Lake Township 

to the agenda.  Second by Zontelli. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• Mayor reported on two main water line breaks. One was related to the sewer project and the other break 

was due to age of the water pipe. Mayor noted the city should look for possible funding to replace the 

water lines. Many lines were installed in the early 1900s. 

• No SLSSD report. 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• No building report. 

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council.  Several warnings for speed, assistance to 

another law agency, traffic control for the Woodtick 70 bike ride, and Dairy Queen coupons for a small 

cone were given to children wearing their bike helmets in the city.  No council action required. 

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project later in the agenda.  

• Mr. Houle commented on the rusting wellhead pipe and recommended replacement. The MN Dept. of 

Health has noted on previous inspection reports at some point the section of pipe should be replaced. 

• Motion by Zontelli to obtain two quotes for the work required above grade and two quotes for the 

work required below grade.  Motion carried unanimously 

• Mr. Houle noted the city is still on the state Project Priority List(PPL) list for its water project.  It ranks 

in the middle which probably excludes grant funding.  The ranking can change yearly and at some point, 

the city may qualify for a low interest loan. An emergency or health issue with the well could raise the 

city’s priority standing on the PPL list.  

 

 



 

 

Attorney Report: 

• Mr. Bender shared the “assault” statute has changed. Also, a city can charge reasonable costs for roads 

and streets in a subdivision and charge a dedicated park fee.  

 

Website: 

• No report.  

 

   Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle, city engineer, reported on the sanitary sewer replacement project.  Council discussed 

pavement options and a “no cost” change to the contract which would provide 4 inches of bituminous in 

the trenched areas of the project and 2 inches of reclaimed across the street width.   

• Motion by Zontelli to change the contract and add the “no cost” option to the pavement section of 

the contract.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Paving will begin in a week and after completion the contractor will need to put dirt and grass seed on 

the shoulders.  Mr. Houle advised there will a punch list of items the contractor will need to complete in 

the spring.  

• Tom’s Backhoe submitted payment request #6 for $43,301.45. Project is 76% complete. 

• Motion by Eisen to accept the invoice #6 for $43,301.45.  Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

• WSN engineer Tony Pohl reviewed with the council the additional work performed by Tom’s Backhoe 

and provided WSN’s recommendations which items to allow for payment.  The city gives its approval 

for extra work and then Rural Development reviews the engineer’s and city’s approvals for payment to 

the contractor. Approved extra work would be paid from contingency funds.   

• Motion by Eisen to approve payment of the extra work performed by the contractor and approved 

by WSN.  Second by Brix.  Motion carried unanimously.  

• The city needs to review the video of private property owners’ sewer connections and act to address the 

leaking connections and the ones connected to a storm water drain on their property.  

• Mayor Brix recommended the city add one more street light next year at the campground as the area is 

quite dark going from the camp sites to the pavilion or the restroom/bathhouse.  

• Richard Harrison, land developer, presented the council a drawing for a road he would like to build on 

his East Lake property.  The city ordinance has requirements for road specifications before additional 

lots can be sold. He would enter his property from the Iron Hub road; providing a 66 foot right-a-way as 

well as including a cul-de-sac.  

• Motion by Zontelli to have the City Engineer look at the proposed road site and make 

observations and recommendations to insure the road meets specifications. The road will have a 

class 5 surface and not be required to have blacktop.  Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

New Business:  

• Property owners Jim and Erica McMullen were present and asked the council to allow them to build a 

40’ x 60’ garage this fall on one of the three parcels of property they own, and which abut. The city 

ordinance does not allow a garage to be built prior to a residence first being built. The McMullens will 

be building a residence soon but not on this parcel.  They requested the council allow a variance or 

change the ordinance to allow a storage garage construction followed by a home construction later. 

Council discussed.  The clerk shared the council denied such a request several times in the past. Council 

member Zontelli shared there also may be private covenants on the property preventing construction of a 

storage garage. Attorney Bender stated the situation does not qualify for a variance. He noted the 



 

 

McMullens could apply for both home and garage permits together and build both. Council did not take 

any action. 

• Council discussed the county property over which a private road passes on the north side of Agate Lake. 

The property owners’ road does not have an easement from the county. Council member Zontelli spoke 

with the county and the county would grant an easement for the road if the city would request such in 

writing.  This would not be a city road, but give right to the property owners who use it to access their 

property.  The county would write the easement and the legal documents.  

• Motion by Z. Brix to have the city attorney write a letter to the county requesting an easement 

across the county land for the road.  Second by Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Council discussed the fire contract proposal for Rabbit Lake Township.  

• Motion by Zontelli to approve a renewed contract with no increase.  Second by Eisen. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

• The council discussed the issue incurred using iron ore tailings for the sanitary sewer project.  Council 

member Eisen noted Crosby allows the use, but the tailings must be covered with another material such 

as class 5, dirt and grass, asphalt.  Council member Zontelli shared that Irondale township forbids iron 

ore tailings. The city attorney will review the Crosby ordinance further.  

• Council discussed a county request to release a tax forfeited parcel, about one acre in size, for sale.  The 

property is on North Street and is zoned residential.  

• Motion by Zontelli to release the parcel for sale.  Second by Z. Brix. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     Adjournment: 

• Motion by Z. Brix to adjourn.  Second by Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

     Clerk                  Mayor.                              


