
 

 

December 7, 2017 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were Mayor 

Brix and council members Z. Brix, Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Mayor Brix led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Stockard to amend the Agenda to discuss changing the city ordinance to allow a residential 

garage to be built before a home is built on a property.  Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Motion by Stockard to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2017 regular council meeting. Second 

by Z. Brix.   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stockard to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Chief Hasskamp presented the CFD monthly report.  No fire department call outs, but there were First 

Responder calls in Wolford Township and Cuyuna. 

• Chief Hasskamp shared with the council the department’s efforts securing firefighting equipment at 

minimal cost to the citizens of Cuyuna. 

o Purchased a new pumper truck for $256,280 with charitable gambling funds and no cost to the 

citizens of Cuyuna. Fire department members volunteered their time to pickup the vehicle and 

receive training on it.  

o Applied for and secured a grant of $145,235 to purchase new Self Contained Breathing 

Apparatus(SCBA) for the fire fighters.  The City contributed 5% or $7,265.   

o Fire department members donated many volunteer hours to develop the specs for the fire truck 

and complete the application for the SCBA. 

o Over the past 14 years, the department has been successful obtaining several hundred thousand 

dollars in grants to secure equipment to serve and protect residents.  

• The Relief Association donated $10,000 to the park fund and requested $5,000 of that amount be spent 

to purchase additional playground equipment. 

• The Relief Association also donated $40,000 to the fire department equipment fund. 

• Informed the council the department would like to solicit bids to replace the 1993 Ford pickup. The 

department would use the fire equipment fund monies to purchase the new pickup.  

• The department is hosting an open house December 16 from noon to four and all council members are 

invited to attend.  

• Requested the first draw of operation funds in January.  

• Reported on the recent fire department elections: 

o Fire Chief-Karl Hasskamp 

o Asst Fire Chief-Zach Brix 

o Captains-John Harms, Randy Buchite, Jason Jones, Jason Wynn. 

o Secretary-John Harms. 

o Treasurer-Brian Mclean 

o Safety Officer-Jeramie Carlson. 

• Motion by Stockard to approve the election results for the fire department officers.  Second by 

Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 



 

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• No items to address 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• No new permits. Lou Ann Maschler is resigning as Cuyuna building inspector and zoning inspector. 

Clerk will contact her to obtain all files. Council member Zontelli spoke with the building inspector and 

shared she favors allowing plumbing in garages and allowing garages to be built prior to a home on the 

same property.  

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Smith presented the monthly report to the Council.  Several verbal warnings for speed, assistance 

to another law agency on a child custody issue.  

• No council action required. 

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project later in the agenda.  

• Working with the city water operator obtaining quotes for potential repairs to the pump house.  

 

Attorney Report: 

• Shared the League of Minnesota Cities has a new zoning guide.  Shared definition of a use variance. 

• Reported status of the Harrison property road, discussion with Charter/Spectrum regarding a damaged 

cable, research on the Emily ordinance regarding allowing garages to be built on a property prior to a 

home.  

 

Website: 

• No new activities. 

 

      Cuyuna Lakes Chamber: 

• Several events in December:  Christmas in the Park was hosted, Soup Walk, Blinky Pin chamber fund 

raiser, Girls Night Out shopping the Cuyuna area.  

 

     Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle, city engineer, reported the project punch list is being put together and to advise him if there 

are additional items of concern to add to the list. Councilmember Eisen and water operator Wasserzieher 

will review the videos of resident’s sewer lines to determine which ones need to be repaired or replaced 

at the owner’s expense to prevent infiltration or storm water drain runoff.    

• The City has not yet received from Mr. Harrison a legal description to be recorded for his new road to 

include the new access entrance from the Iron Hub Road and a cul-de-sac. The road also needs to be 

named. 

 

New Business:  

• The Wood Tick Inn has been sold.  New owners are Lee and Deb Seamans.   

• Motion by Stockard to approve the 2018 Liquor License for the new owners and set the fee for this 

first year at half of the normal rate.  Net total will be $700.  Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

• Council discussed building inspector and zoning inspector services. 

• Motion by Stockard to advertise for both services.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously.  



 

 

• The council discussed its loan obligation for the completed sanitary sewer project. The project cost was 

over $1.3 million, and the city share was $289,000 for which it secured a USDA 2.75% 40 year loan.  

Payments will be $995 a month. Council will review the recent expense and revenue for the city utilities 

to determine the user 2018 rates.  

• Council reviewed the year-end 2017 expenses and revenues. Council made no changes from the 

approved preliminary budget and levies in September. 

• Motion by Z. Brix to set the 2018 expense budget at $248,000 and the levies as follow: 

o General $164,600 

o Cuyuna Fire Department Equipment Fund $5,000 

o Cuyuna Police Department Equipment Fund $10,000 

            Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Council discussed changing the ordinance to allow garages to be built prior to a home on a property and 

that garages can have bathrooms.   

• Motion by Z. Brix for the city attorney to draft an ordinance change allowing garages to be built 

prior to a home on a property and that garages can have bathrooms.  Second by Stockard. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

• Sierra Mclean requested the council review the new bylaws for the Fire Department Auxiliary. 

 

     Adjournment: 

• Motion by Stockard to adjourn.  Second by Z. Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

     Clerk                  Mayor.                                   


