
 

 

August 3, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were Mayor 

Brix and council members Z.Brix, Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Mayor Brix led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Z. Brix to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2017 public hearing for the chicken ordinance 

and July 6, 2017 regular council meeting, and the July 12 special meeting for gravel.  

 

Motion by Stockard to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stockard to amend the agenda and move up the minimum maintenance road discussion 

from Unfinished Business.  Second by L. Brix.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Assistant Chief Zach Brix presented the CFD monthly report.   

• Two 1st Responder calls in townships. No fire call outs.   

• New truck will be delivered in August.   

• Department is participating in 2 Area Fire Fighter Competitions. 

• Department will hold pumper training this month.  

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• Some citizen complaints on cloudy potable water during the sanitary sewer line project construction.  

Can open hydrants to clear up. 

• No SLSSD report. 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• LouAnn Maschler reported the apartment building went back to the previous owner. That owner has 

been addressing the issues raised by the Fire Marshall inspection.  

• Building permit activity in process: home and garage in Rider development, addition to home. 

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Jesse Smith presented the monthly report to the Council. Various responses to dog complaints, 

locked keys in a car, nuisance complaint. No council action required. 

• Department will attend fire arm defensive tactics training in August. 

• Putting a CO2 detector in the squad car. 

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project later in the agenda. He 

also provided the council with exhibit documents for road standard options.  

 

Attorney Report: 

• Discussed minimum maintenance roads.  No clear authority for cities to declare minimum maintenance 

streets and roads.  The League of Minnesota Cities commented several cities have addressed previously 

and the League position is the cities have no authority. Noted the City of Cuyuna has road specifications, 

but no road policy.  The city of Fifty Lakes has no minimum maintenance road policy.  Breezy Point 



 

 

does have minimum maintenance roads, but administering it can be challenging.  Mr. Bender advised 

against a minimum maintenance road policy. 

• Council member Zontelli noted Powder House Road is owned by one individual. The private shared 

drive on the north side of Agate Lake would need easements from all the property owners. Those 

properties would need legal descriptions. The council and mayor said the cost of legal descriptions 

would need to be paid by private property owners.   

• Don Dahlquist, resident on shared non-public drive north side of Agate Lake said individuals on that 

road spend about $1200 a year on maintenance such as gravel and snow plowing. He asked the city to 

consider helping with the cost. 

• Mark Brostrom, resident on same shared non-public drive North side of Agate Lake noted a fire truck 

would not be able to get to his property. 

• Council member Z. Brix and Eisen said an engineer should look at the private drive.  Council member 

Zontelli said he did not think that was necessary.  He felt there should be a way to help with the road 

maintenance. 

• Motion by Stockard to have an engineer look at the private shared drive on the north side of Agate 

Lake.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried with Z. Brix, L. Brix, Eisen, and Stockard voting in favor, 

Zontelli voting no.   

• Motion by Stockard to continue the meeting to 11 am Friday August 4th to inspect with the 

engineer the private shared drive on the north side of Agate Lake.   Second by Eisen. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

• Council discussed the road requirements for the Harrison subdivided properties on the south side of the 

West Bowl.  Need to verify if subdivide properties can be issued building permits prior to meeting city 

street/road requirements.  

 

Website: 

• Upgrading continues.  Campground reservations are working well.   

 

   Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle, city engineer, reported on the sanitary sewer replacement project.  All pipe is in the ground 

except for the cure-in-line portion of the project.  Trenching has been challenging and some fill needed 

to be removed and replaced.  The subgrade must pass inspection.  

• Presented the council with the contractor’s partial payment request for work through July 21, 2017. 

Amount is $193,658.07.   

• Council member Zontelli stated the contractor is not performing well on the project and does not appear 

to be moving toward completion.  Council member Z. Brix questioned why the roads were not crowned 

to help shed water during rainy periods. This has resulted in the contractor going back several times to 

fix over the past two months. 

• Motion by Eisen to approve the partial payment of $193,658.07. Second by Stockard. Motion 

carried with Z. Brix, L. Brix, Eisen and Stockard voting in favor.  Zontelli voting no. 

• Resident Marsha Jelencich was present and said she wants to put in concrete steps to the street. Mayor 

Brix shared that the old sidewalk would be removed in one to two years. 

• Engineer Tim Houle said the costs to add drain tile to Kruse Street would be$25/ft and total cost for the 

125 feet would be $3750.   

• Anderson Brothers provided a verbal quote of $40,000 to place 2” and 1.5” of black top over 24’ of 

street surface not covered by the sewer project allowance for Kruse, Main, and Foley.  Council member 

Stockard shared the city needs to see how the street construction looks after the contractor cleans and 

shapes it up.  Council members Zontelli and Z. Brix as well as Mayor Brix said the streets involved in 



 

 

the project need to be cleaned up to determine the condition of the pavement and if there is construction 

damage to pavement outside the defined replaceable width in the bid specs.  

• Contractor will shape this street to allow travel before much work is performed on Main Street.  Project 

schedule will continue into July.  Mr. Houle inquired of any project questions from the council or 

audience; none were asked.  

• Tim Houle asked the council to consider whether new curb needs to be placed where service lines were 

replaced.  

• Council discussed the Cuyuna campground.  Will consider additional RV sites in 2018 or converting 

tenting sites to RV sites as that is where the demand is coming from.  

• The vents are not yet replaced in the bathroom/shower structure.  Also, the pavilion concrete pad is 

cracking along its length.  Council member Stockard will contact the contractor to fix.  

• A dead tree needs to be removed from the pump track area. The pavilion picnic table epoxy repair kit is 

received.  

• Council member Zontelli shared the Cuyuna campground site does not come up when he is searching for 

area RV sites for camping.  Mayor will contact the Fool’s Lake Campground owner as their site comes 

up when searching.  

 

New Business:  

• No new business. 

 

     Adjournment: 

• Meeting continued to Friday August 4 at 11 am to visit the private shared drive the south side of 

Agate Lake.   

 

     William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

     Clerk                  Mayor.                                     


