
 

 

November 2, 2017 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Cuyuna City Council was held at 7:00 pm in City Hall.  Present were Mayor 

Brix and council members Eisen, Stockard, and Zontelli. Council member Z. Brix was absent. Mayor Brix 

led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Motion by Stockard to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2017 regular council meeting. Second 

by Zontelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Stockard to approve payment of the invoices and the forthcoming regular monthly 

invoices.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Zontelli to amend the agenda to add Dick Harrison for discussion of the East Rabbit Lake 

development and road status.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Eisen to amend the agenda to add the Snow Serpents request for an easement agreement to 

cross City property for their winter snowmobile trail.  Second by Zontelli.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Fire Chief Report:  

• Chief Hasskamp presented the CFD monthly report.   

• No calls for the month 

• Training for the month will be on radio communications. 

• SCBA gear is installed. 

• The department organized the Fire Prevention Week at the Cuyuna Range Elementary School(CRES). 

• Department members volunteered for the Pink Frosting cancer fund raising event. 

 

Water and Sewer Report:    

• Mayor reported the sewer district is replacing the stations’ control panels.  Existing ones 30 years old 

and replacement parts are not available. 

 

Building Construction Activities: 

• No building reports. Clerk will contact inspector on status.  

 

Police Chief Report: 

• Chief Smith presented the monthly report to the Council.  Several warnings for speed, assistance to 

another law agency, investigated squatters at apartment building and damage to construction equipment.  

• Set appointment to have the CO2 adapter installed in the police vehicle.  

• No council action required. 

  

Engineer Report: 

• Tim Houle, WSN Engineering, was present to address the sanitary sewer project later in the agenda.  

• Mr. Houle is working with the water operator to obtain two quotes for repairs/replacement to the rusting 

wellhead pipe. The MN Dept. of Health has noted on previous inspection reports at some point the 

section of pipe should be replaced. 



 

 

 

 

Attorney Report: 

• Services for new City 3-year fire coverage contract for Rabbit Lake Township. 

• Sent letter to Crow Wing County land department regarding easement request. 

• Mr. Bender submitted written request to be reappointed as city attorney.  

• Motion by Zontelli to reappoint Mr. Bender as city attorney for 2018.  Second by Eisen. Motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

Website: 

• No new activities 

 

      Cuyuna Lakes Chamber: 

• Several events in December:  Christmas in the park, Soup Walk, Blinky Pin chamber fund raiser, Girls 

Night Out shopping the Cuyuna area.  

 

     Unfinished Business: 

• Tim Houle, city engineer, reported on the sanitary sewer replacement project.  They did a walk through 

for the project and created a punch list of items to complete in the spring.   99% of the project is 

finished. Will need to test the tracer wire on the sewer lines.  In-line testing occurs at 11 months.  

• Tom’s Backhoe submitted payment request #7 for $195,351.84.  Tim Houle recommended approval of 

the invoice amount requested. He noted the city is already retaining just over $45,000 until the project is 

completed. There are some bid quantity adjustments to be reviewed prior to a final review of project 

costs.  

• Motion by Eisen to accept for payment the invoice #7 for $195,351.84.  Second by Stockard.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

• The city needs to review the video of private property owners’ sewer connections and act to address the 

leaking connections and the ones connected to a storm water drain on their property.  

• Mayor Brix shared the campground shower/bath is winterized and closed for the season.  Recommended 

the council approval an additional overhead light in the spring near the dumpster.  

• Richard Harrison, land developer, informed the council he has developed the road on his East Rabbit 

Lake development property to better confirm to city requirements.  City Engineer Tim Houle stated 

neither he or a person from WSN Engineering were present for the major road construction and could 

not speak to that part. While the road might conform generally to the road specifications there is no 

defined right-of-way or easement.  The city could consider a one-year warrantee to cover any issues that 

arise from the construction. Mr. Harrison stated he will have a legal description drawn to include the 

new access entrance from the Iron Hub Road and a cul-de-sac. The road also needs to be named. 

• Motion by Zontelli to accept the road upon condition Mr. Harrison provides a legal description to 

be recorded and includes the access and completed cul-de-sac. Second by Eisen.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Council discussed the Agate Shores private road.  Each property owner will need to secure easement 

documents at their expense, upgrade the road and put in a cul-de-sac. 

• No additional information on the Powderhouse Road access upgrade being discussed between the county 

and Richard Harrison, owner of the private road.  

• Council received a letter from Jim McMullen requesting a change in the city ordinance, so he can build a 

garage/storage building prior to applying for a permit to build his home.  Council discussed but 

determined it would not at present change the ordinance. No additional review for the McMullen 



 

 

building application from the October meeting. At that time, Attorney Bender stated the situation does 

not qualify for a variance. He noted the McMullens could apply for both home and garage permits 

together and build both. Council did not take any action. Council discussed having an overall review of 

city ordinances in 2018. 

 

 

New Business:  

• Motion by Stockard to approve the 2018 liquor license application for the Wood Tick Inn at the 

same fees for 2017 contingent upon positive review by the Cuyuna Police Chief.  Second by Eisen.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

• Council and legal counsel reviewed the easement application to allow the Snow Serpents to cross city 

property with their snowmobile trail. 

• Motion by Stockard to approve the Snow Serpents easement agreement to cross city property with 

their snowmobile trail.  Second by Eisen.  Motion carried unanimously. 

• Council reviewed the resolution to issue a $289,0000 General Obligation Sewer System Revenue Bond.  

• Motion by Stockard to approve a resolution authorizing the Issuance, Sale and Delivery of a 

$289,000 General Obligation Sewer System Revenue Bond, Series 2017B.  Second by Eisen. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

• The city will need to increase the monthly sewer fee to residents and businesses to capture the loan 

repayments of about $1,000/month. 

• The city mayor, clerk, and attorney will attend the $289,000 loan closing on December 12 at 1:30pm at 

the Cuyuna Fire Hall. 

 

     Adjournment: 

• Motion by Eisen to adjourn.  Second by Stockard.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     William F Bedard     Lloyd Brix               

     Clerk                  Mayor.                                     


